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Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 

June 24, 2026 
 

Commissioner Hutcheson opened a regular Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:30pm. This 

meeting was also available to the public via Zoom. The following attended: 

Commissioner Olson Commissioner Headley 

Commissioner Hallanger Chief Goldstein 

DC Huff DC Stich 

Finance Director Ballinger 

 

Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings: 
Commissioner Headley made a motion to approve the April 22, 2026, board meeting minutes as 

is. Commissioner Hallanger seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Public Comments: 
None 

 

Awards & Recognition: 

None 

 

Verbal Reports: 

Committee Reports:  Commissioner Headley reported that he is participating in the budget 

committee process. They appear to be financially healthy and are looking at long-term 

infrastructure investments. Cowlitz 911’s dispatcher staffing is at 21. They have a new radio 
technician starting in July. 

 

Commissioner Hallanger reported that COG can provide a letter of recommendation for grants if 

needed. 

 

Written Reports: 

2025 Stats:  Chief Goldstein stated that there are no large changes to the stats overall. No 

questions by the Board. These will be posted to the website soon. Chief Goldstein stated that the 

stats may look quite different next year since we were required to move to a new reporting 

system called NERIS instead of NFIRS. We are not sure of all of the reporting impacts yet, so 

more to come on that. 
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Action Items: 
Surplus Computers (Staff Report 2026.06.24-01):  DC Stich identified computers that he is 

recommending for surplus. There is a secure destruction process that will be used with our IT 

vendor. The computers are identified in the staff report. 

 

Commissioner Headley made a motion to approve the surplus of computers as outlined in Staff 

Report 2026.06.24-01. Commissioner Hallanger seconded the motion. No further discussion. 

Motion carried. 

 

Chief’s Report: 

• We received a thank-you card from retired Sheriff Nelson on a recent call our crews went on, 

complimenting their professionalism and compassion. Staff members on that call were Agren, 

Fisher, McWain, Pliler and Hawken. 

• Recently received a thank-you note about the kindness and patience of our crews who have 

dealt with a child’s illness on a few occasions. The family appreciates their empathy. 
• We have received several meal drop-offs, snacks, drinks, etc. from the community and 

community groups, thanking our agency for the assistance at Nippon. We have posted several 

thank-you’s on social media for these donations. 
• James Graham’s last day with the District is June 10, 2026. 

• Tanner Pliler will be promoted to Driver Operator effective July 11, 2026 to replace the 

vacancy of Brad Yoder due to his upcoming retirement. 

• Two lateral hires will start on June 26, 2026 (replacing Graham & Yoder vacancies). 

• There was a high level of interest during this application period for volunteers and interns. 

Interviews will be the week of July 6 and successful applicants will attend a fall academy. 

• No resources are out at this time for wildland mobilization. 

• The May 26 Nippon incident was a large-scale event that will have heavy impacts on our 

community for some time. We are working through the billing process with Nippon for our 

surge in resources, damaged equipment, etc. We have several public records requests related to 

this event that staff are working on as well. 

• The two brush trucks should be ready sometime this fall. 

• The sprinkler system has been tested and passed for the St 24 mobile home. We are still 

waiting for occupancy approval from Cowlitz County. We will be purchasing a digital sign to 

match what we have at all other fire stations. 

• We invoked jurisdiction regarding the annexation near 46th Ave and Ocean Beach Hwy and 

attended a hearing on May 13 with the Boundary Review Board. We feel the City of Longview 

is creating confusing boundary lines for accurate, timely response to the residents. However, 

the Boundary Review Board approved the annexation anyway. 

• Chief Goldstein attended the National Fallen Firefighter Memorial weekend in Emmitsburg, 

MD on May 2 and 3. 

 

Payroll: 
Commissioner Headley made a motion to approve payroll totaling $384,830.47 for warrant 

numbers 68118-68127 and EFTs dated May 5, 2026; $435,809.11 for warrant numbers 68181-

68190 and EFTs dated May 20, 2026; $465,777.50 for warrant numbers 68227-68236 and EFTs 

dated June 5, 2026; and $462,432.90 for warrant numbers 68271-68280 and EFTs dated June 

18, 2026. Commissioner Hallanger seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 
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Vouchers: 
Commissioner Headley made a motion to approve vouchers totaling $84,220.14 for warrant 

numbers 68128-68180 dated May 14, 2026; $74,436.97 for warrant numbers 68191-68226 dated 

May 28, 2026; $79,916.17 for warrant numbers 68237-68270 dated June 11, 2026; $35,717.29 

for warrant numbers 68281-68316 dated June 25, 2026; and VOID warrant 67861 for $29.42 on 

May 6, 2026 and warrant 68020 for $1,365.18 on June 23, 2026 due to lost checks by vendors. 

Commissioner Olson seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Drill Points: 
Commissioner Hallanger made a motion to approve drill points totaling $17,064.10 for warrant 

numbers 68116-68117 and EFTs dated April 30, 2026. Commissioner Headley seconded the 

motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Announcements: 
None 

 

Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by Commissioner Hutcheson at 4:57pm. 

 

             

Commissioner      District Secretary 


