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Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 

July 22, 2026 
 
Commissioner Hutcheson opened a regular Board of Commissioners meeting at 4:30pm. This 
meeting was also available to the public via Zoom. The following attended: 

Commissioner Olson Commissioner Hallanger 
Commissioner Lomasney Chief Goldstein 
DC Stich Finance Support Specialist Tuttle 

 

Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings: 
Commissioner Hallanger made a motion to approve the June 24, 2026 board meeting minutes as 

presented. Commissioner Lomasney seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Oath of Office: 
We recently hired new staff to fill retirement vacancies. Commissioner Lomasney administered 
the oath of office to Firefighter/EMT Nate Kirby. Congratulations and welcome to the team! 
 
Tanner Pliler was promoted to Driver/Operator effective July 11, 2026. His wife and daughter 
pinned his badge on him. Congratulations! 
 

Public Comments: 
None 
 

Awards & Recognition: 

Chief Goldstein has privately recognized a department member whose kindness and patience 
greatly impacted a visitor to the area, inspiring the visitor to write and submit a detailed letter of 
appreciation.  
 
Firefighter/EMT Carter Manley is recognized for his hard work refurbishing medic unit wheels 
that were chemically damaged during the Nippon response.   
 

Verbal Reports: 

None 
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Written Reports: 

None 

 

Action Items: 
Resolution 878-2026: Cancel Warrants:  A motion was made by Commissioner Hallanger to 

approve Resolution 878-2026: Cancel Warrants as presented. Commissioner Lomasney 

seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Purchase Electronic Sign for Station 24 (Staff Report 2026.07.22-01):  Station 24 has an old 
plastic manual change sign board that is out of date. Staff is requesting approval to purchase and 
install a new electronic sign that would match all other station signs. Staff will be able to update 
the sign message remotely with the same software package operating all other station signs. The 
cost is $32,300, excluding sales tax. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Hallanger to authorize the purchase of the electronic sign 

not to exceed $32,300, excluding tax, as outlined above and in Staff Report 2026.07.22-01. 

Commissioner Olson seconded the motion. All questions by the Board were answered by staff. 

No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Approve Remaining Costs to Complete Brush Trucks (Staff Report 2026.07.22-02):  As 
outlined in Staff Report 2026.03.25-01 and approved by the Board during the March 25, 2026, 
Board meeting, two (2) new brush truck chassis were purchased totaling $175,000 and are in the 
2026 Preliminary Budget. The chassis were ordered and have been delivered. Staff is requesting 
an additional $350,000 (including tax) to complete the upfitting of the two new brush trucks. 
This would bring the total cost for both brush trucks to $525,000. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Lomasney to authorize the remaining costs to complete the 

brush trucks, not to exceed $350,000, as outlined above and in Staff Report 2026.07.22-02. 

Commissioner Hallanger seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Enjoin Class Action Lawsuit: Fire Apparatus Manufacturer (Staff Report 2026.07.22-03):  A 
nationwide antitrust action has been initiated to address fire apparatus manufacturer control on 
the fire apparatus market. Lawsuits allege that the companies have driven up costs, delayed 
production, and reduced available parts. District staff has been in discussion with legal teams that 
can assist with recovering inflated unit purchase prices and civil penalties. Staff is seeking board 
approval to enjoin the lawsuit. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Olson to authorize Staff to enjoin the lawsuit as outlined 

above and in Staff Report 2026.07.22-03. Commissioner Lomasney seconded the motion. All 

questions by the Board were answered by staff. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Chief’s Report: 

• Out of approximately 50 volunteer and intern applicants, 18 will be moving forward to a basic 
academy beginning September 12, 2026. The District appreciates the efforts of VC 
Vandermark, BC Cothren, and the interview panel. 

• The wildland season has been very active with over 15 strike teams deployed across the state. 
The District currently has four single resources on fire with a strike team ready to go when 
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needed. 

• Nippon has been invoiced for the District response to the May 26, 2026, hazmat incident. 

• One of the two new 2026 brush trucks needs to be painted and one is being painted. They will 
both be sent to Cascade Fire for upfitting. Completion date should be late September. 

• The manufactured home at St 24 has been approved for use and occupancy and cleared the 
final inspection. The District recognizes DC Huff for his efforts to complete this project. Staff 
will work on a plan for an open house during Rose Valley Days, September 12, 2026. 

• The WSRB has re-evaluated the 911 Communications Center and improved its rating by 25 
points. This does not impact the rating of Cowlitz 2 Fire & Rescue but it will impact other 
county agency ratings. 

 

Payroll: 
Commissioner Olson made a motion to approve payroll totaling $392,575.27 for warrant 

numbers 68317-68325 and EFTs dated July 2, 2026, and $399,434.10 for warrant numbers 

68394-68402 and EFTs dated July 20, 2026. Commissioner Hallanger seconded the motion. No 

further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Vouchers: 
Commissioner Hallanger made a motion to approve vouchers totaling $122,234.98 for warrant 

numbers 68326-68328 dated July 6, 2026, and $334,709.31 for warrant numbers 68329-68393 

dated July 16, 2026. Commissioner Lomasney seconded the motion. No further discussion. 

Motion carried. 

 

Announcements: 
Commissioner Lomasney asked about the November and December Board meeting dates being 
one day before holidays. New dates will be proposed and confirmed at the October Board 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hutcheson asked if the Board would consider moving meeting times from 4:30pm 
back to 5:30pm. Although one commissioner prefers the 4:30pm start time, all commissioners 
present can accommodate a 5:30pm start time. 
 
Commissioner Hutcheson will be out of the area for the August and September Board meetings 
and will attend by Zoom. 
 

Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by Commissioner Hutcheson at 5:02pm. 
 
             
Commissioner      District Secretary 


